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Gosh, oh gee, here's P-W, No, 23 ! We're so enthusiastic about this issue thet 
we can hardly wait until you get it to read. We just know that you're going to like this 
issue. Lots of meat and some potatoes ....... but something for everyone ! 

For one thing, you'll have the report on EAC's Annual Meeting. And you'll 
read about a symposium on large cents held in Manhattan, Then there's a most en- 
joyable article by Dr, Sheldon and his recollections of the "Big Four of the Big 

Coppers". Denis Loring is back, too. And several members have sent in factual 
anecdotes which you'll enjoy. 

Letters to the Lditor" is a lengthy section, and gives our members a chance 
to put a few of their thoughts on record. We think this particular section is one of the 
most interesting and valuable. 

Then there's an extensive index for Volume IV, included at the end of this issue, 
Charlie Funk goes to a lot of work on this every year, and it certainly makes it easier 
to locate articles by means of it. EAC and P-W are most grateful to Charlie for his 
fme job ! Also included is a four page factual letter by Charlie, which you'll find to 
be informative and interesting. 

As usual, we've had to leave out a lot of things which we'd like to include but 

for which we just don't have room. One such item is a membership list we 

keep getting requests for this every week. We hope to be able to include it in the 
next issue, so if there is anyone who DOESN'T want to have his name listed, he 
should write to EAC hq. immediately. Only the names and membership numbers will 
be given. No address will be included. 

Incidentally, about members' addresses. We keep getting requests for those 
too. EAC Hq. will continue to furnish a member with another member's address on 
request, but we cannot issue address lists for all the members. Many members have 
requested that their addresses not be divulged. Likewise, for security reasons, we 
do not want to publish those who have not placed any restriction on their addresses. 

Likewise, we want to list the various journals, books, and slides now available 
on loan to members from the EAC Library, The latest addition is a beautiful set of 
slides prepared by Jules Reiver and George Ramont, showing various errors on 
large cents along with other special coins of interest. These pictures were presented 
to those who attended the Annual Meeting and were enjoyed by all. If we can arrange 

to have copies made of the slides, perhaps they could be sold in sets to anyone who is 
interested. 

Enough with our gossip. Just turn the page and start in to read and enjoy! 

Yours in EAC, 

THE EDITOR, Officers, and Staff. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Rosario Zambuto 111-09 106th Street, Ozone Park, New York 11417 

George R. Rising c/o The Fairfield National Bank, P.O. Box 607, 

Lancaster, Ohio 43130 

W* A, Selfridge Vice President, Harmer, Rooke, Numismatists, Ltd. 

604 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10020 

David Whiting 2614 Blossom Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 

Joseph Greeley, M.D. Department of Pathology, Elizabeth General Hospital, 

925 East Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201 

Jesse M. Patrick 3565 Guilford, Detroit, Michigan 48224 

James Mackie 6242 Warner Ave. , #5~H, Huntington Beach, Calif, 92647 

. • J'f' . • • ■; ' ’ '■ 

John J. Ford, Jr. P.O. Box 33, Rockville Centre, New York 11571 

Robert R. Shaw 74 Pond Street, Newton, Massachusetts 02158 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

John D. Wright 4638 West Alice, Stevensville, Michigan 49127 

Q. David Bowers c/o Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 

6922 Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 810 

Hollywood, California 90028 

David G. Rhodes 18 South Maple Lane, Chatwood, 

West Chester, Pennsylvania 19802 

Capt. Charles W. Stillwell 3986 Mesa Circle Drive, Apt. 212, 

Lompoc, California 93436 

M/3gt, Jan W. Edeburn 5065 A Arcturus, APO Seattle, Washington 98737 

Dane B. Nielsen 8108 Langdon Ave., Apt. 203, 

Van Nuys, California 91406 

RESIGNATION 

W. G. Blanton 502 Severin Street, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514 


JOSEPH WRIGHT, THE ftalNT'S FIRST DIE SINKER 
Warren A. Lapp 


Joseph Wright, a draughtsman and die sinker to the first U. S. Mint, was born 
in Bordentown, New Jersey on July 16, 1756. He was one of three children and the 
only son of Joseph and Patience (Lovell) Wright, both Quakers. 

Joseph's mother, Patience Lovell Wright, was a noted modeler in wax; and 
according to Lorado Taft, her portraits done in wax mark the start of American 
sculpture. After the premature death of her husband, Mrs. Wright moved her family 
to Boston where she successfully supported herself and her children with her por- 
trait sculptures. Following a fire in her Boston waxworks, she and her children 
moved to London where she found fame and fortune in the court of George III. She 
was an ardent American patriot during the Revolution and she acted as a secret 
American agent, helping America’s cause bypassing on important information re- 
garding the colonies to her close friend, Benjamin Franklin. 


Through the success of her art work, Mrs. Wright became considerably 
affluent; and she saw to it that her son, Joseph, received a good education in clay 
and wax modeling. He also studied painting in London under the English artist, 
Hoppner, who had married one of his sisters, and under John Trumbull and 
Benjamin West, two famous American artists who were in London at the time. By 
1780, Wright was exhibiting at the Royal Academy in London where he showed a 
portrait of his mother. Later, he painted a portrait of the Prince of Wales who sub- 
sequently became King George IV. In 1782, Wright went to Paris where he painted 
portraits of fashionable ladies under the patronage of his mother's good friend, 
Franklin. 


In October of the same year, supplied with letters of introduction to influential 
persons in Boston and Rhode Island as well as a letter to Washington from Franklin, 
Joseph Wright set sail from Nantes for America on the ship ARGO. However, the 
ship was wrecked at sea and Wright ended up in a Spanish port, reaching Boston 
penniless after a ten weeks' voyage. 

In October, 1783, through Franklin's letter of introduction, Wright was able 
to paint the General and Mrs. Washington and to make a plastic likeness of the 
General at Washington's headquarters in Rocky Hill, near Princeton. Although he 
completed the portraits, Wright unfortunately dropped the plaster mask as he 
removed it from Washington's face, and the General refused to repeat the ordeal. 


Wright took up residence in Philadelphia; and in 1784, Washington commissioned 
him to paint another portrait of him, this time in military uniform. This portrait 
was intended for presentation by Robert Morris to the Comte de Solms for his gallery 
collection of military geniuses. Although Wright had promised to deliver the com- 
pleted portrait to Morris in five or six weeks, Washington, at the end of four weeks, 
urged Morris to tell Wright to hurry "as he is said to be a little lazy". 
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Wright wished to paint a new portrait of Washington when he became President, 
but was refused because of the great stress of duties occasioned by the office. 

However, Wright did make a crayon drawing of Washington from life without 
Washington's knowledge as the President sat at worship in a neighboring pew in St. 
Paul's Chapel in New York, Later, wright etched the portrait and had it published 
on small cards. It is the only etching known to have been executed personally by 
Wright, and is probably the first etching to be made by an American artist. Because 
this portrait of Washington was considered to be such an excellent likeness, it sub- 
sequently became the model for a number of engravings, medals, and sculptures by 
other artists. 

Wright moved to New York in 1787, where he met and married a Miss 
Vandervoort, the niece of Col, William Ledyard, a Revolutionary patriot. In 1790, 
Wright followed Congress to Philadelphia, where he practiced as a portraitist, wax 
and clay modeler, and a die sinker. His skill in the latter capacity gained him, in 
1792, the appointment by Washington as the first draughtsman and die sinker of the 
newly-established United States Mint. 

While living in Philadelphia with his family, Wright painted a family group 
showing himself, his wife, and his three children. The painting now hangs in the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, The Academy also has a bust in wood, depicting 
Joseph Wright as a young man. This bust was done by William Rush of Philadelphia, 
a noted woodcarver whom Wright had helped to train in the art of sculpture. Wright 
also made a chalk drawing of his own head, which has been preserved. And, in the 
collection of the New York Historical Society are paintings by Wright of Madison and 
his family, and of John Jay, the latter being executed by Wright in 1786. 

For the U.3. Mint, Wright is known to have prepared quarter dollar dies, 
probably designed a 1792 pattern piece showing an eagle standing upon a half globe, 
and has been accredited as the most likely designer of the 1793 Liberty Cap cents, 
possibly also of the Wreath cents. 

Wright is also credited with the dies for the Lee medal. On September 24, 

1779, Congress passed a resolution authorizing a medal to honor Major Henry Lee, 
better known as Light-Horse Harry. The Major was a hero of the Revolutionary War 
and the father of Robert E. Lee. Wright had been selected by Thomas Jefferson to 
engrave the dies for the Lee medal. The original die of the obverse of this medal, 
as it was designed by Wright, has been retained at the Philadelphia Mint; but 
Wright's reverse die has never been located. Subsequently, additional reverse dies 
were made by other engravers including William Barber who began work as an 
engraver at the Mint in 1865. 

According to Taxay, Joseph Wright probably went to work officially at the Mint 
in August, 1793 as engraver. This was only a few weeks from the time of his death 
due to yellow fever. Wright and his wife were both stricken with the disease during 
the yellow fever epidemic of 1793, and both succumbed to the disease shortly thereafter. 

It is known that Wright drew up a will on September 11, 1793, just before his 
death. In his will he referred to himself as "miniature painter and engraver". 
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Records also reveal that on September 11, 1793,, one Mold Wetherill had been 
petitioned by Joseph Wright who was then "very ill and not expected to recover" to 
present his account against the United States for payment of his Lee medal dies 
and the quarter dollar essays. 

On January 13, 1795, Joseph Stretch, administrator of the estate of Joseph 
Wright, received a payment of $233.33 from the Federal government for Wright's 
cutting of the two dies for the Lee medal as well as his two essays of a quarter 
dollar which Wright had cut at the direction of David Rlttenhouse. 

So it was that Joseph Wright, at the age of 37, ended a short but brilliant 
career as a portrait painter, draughtsman, die sinker, and Mint engraver. 

Many examples of his work still live after him to remind us of his greatness. Had 
he survived the 1793 yellow fever epidemic, he would undoubtedly have been one of 
the most outstanding of American artists and Mint engravers of all time. 

REFERENCES 

THE NUMISMATIST December, 1954 pp 1282-1287 
DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY 
THE U.S, MINT and COINAGE Don Taxay 1966 
ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA 

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE U.S. MINT George G. Evans 1892 

SCOTT'S COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGUE AND ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. COINS - 

A Review by John D. Wright 

To find any fault with Don Taxay' s latest opus would be like playing the dog, 
yapping at the heels of the master. 

This book far surpasses the oft-cited Breen-Ford work of 1957. In fact, the 
only other book on U.S, numismatics which might approach it is U.S. MINT AND 
COINAGE, by the same author. While that book examined U.S. coinage from a 
historical viewpoint, ignoring such niceties as value and availability, the new 
comprehensive catalogue examines the entire spectrum of U.S. coinage from the 
collector's viewpoint. Never before has so much detailed information on this 
broad field been gathered under one cover. Indeed, much of the information is here 
published for the first time. 

For information content, Taxay's new book is to the GUIDE BOOK as the 
GUIDE BOOK is to a 50 cent pocket price list. Only the $15. price tag stands be- 
tween Scott's and a complete market take-over from the GUIDE BOOK. This price 
is cheap for the wealth of information contained, but expensive for an annual diet. 

It is also expensive for the fourth-rate binding provided by Scott. The impression 
one gets when reading the book and then removing the dust cover is the same that 
one would get when viewing an MS set of large cents in a 35£ Whitman folder - the 
taste of ambrosia in a jelly glass. 

Five years ago when I first read Taxay's U.S. MINT AND COINAGE I 
remarked "What encore could possibly follow such a classic?" I needn't have asked. 

* * * -,***. ******* 
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DATA ON RARITY VALUES OF LARGE CENTS 


John E. Borhek 

A few years ago, in an effort to determine the number of times that R6 and R7 
large cent varieties turned up in auction sales, I made a survey of the saies of leading 
collections of large cents which had been held in the preceding twenty years. When 
I could identify the same coin from a previous sale, I counted it only the one time. 

While my survey may not be one hundred per cent accurate since I may have missed 
some sales and included no information on private ones, my data does indicate that 
some varieties are not as hard to obtain as the number known to be extant would suggest. 


Of the R7's (which indicates 4-12 specimens extant), there are a total of 36 
varieties. The tabulation was as follows: 


Number of Varieties 

3 

10 

13 

4 

5 
1 


Number of Auction 
Sales 
0 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Total number 
of listings 
0 

10 

26 

13 

20 

5 


From this table it can be determined that 27 varieties appeared in one, two, or three 
different sales for a total of 48 listings, while six varieties appeared in four or five 
sales for a total of twenty-five listings. Three varieties did not appear in any of the 
sales, these being: 


1794 

S-18a 

Of which 7 are known, 1 in ANo 


1796 

NC4 

Of which 7 are known, 1 in ANS 


1800 

S-198 

Of which 11 are known. 


varieties which 

appeared in four or more sales should be considered as over- 

d. These were: 



1796 

S-90 

Of which 12 are known, 1 in ANS. 

5 different sales 

1796 

S-99 

Of which 11 are known, 2 in ANS. 

4 different sales 

1796 

S-107 

Of which 8 are known, 1 in ANS. 

4 different sales 

1797 

S-143 

Of which 12 are known, none in ANS. 

4 different sales 

1798 

S-156 

Of which 11 are known, 3 in ANS. 

4 different sales 

1798 

S-178 

Of which 8 are known, 1 in ANS. 

4 different sales 


For the R6 varieties (13-30 extant), there are 47 different varieties. These 
were tabulated in a similar fashion: 


Number of Varieties 

3 
5 
9 

10 

9 

4 

5 
2 


Number of Auction 
Sales 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

' 8 


Total number 
of listings 
3 

10 

27 

40 

45 

24 

35 

16 
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Thus, in the case of the R-6's, 40 different varieties appeared in from one to six 
different sales of a total of 149 listings; while 7 varieties appeared in 7 or 8 sales 
for a total of 51 listings, 

The three varieties which were only listed once and thus may be considered 
rare were: 

1793 S-7 14 known, of which 1 is in ANS 

1794 S-17 One specimen at ANA 
1796 S-100 Two specimens at ANS 

Those which may be considered as over-rated by virtue of having appeared in 
seven or more different sales were: 


1796 

3-88 

1801 

S-215 

1797 

S-133 

1802 

S-234 

1797 

S-141 

1802 

S-240 

1800 

S-2 04 




***** ******** 


A TENDERFOOT GOES PROSPECTING AND STRIKES COPPER 

Julius Feldman 

A signpost in the desert stated that the Arizona State Numismatic Association 
would hold its 6th annual jamboree at the Ramada Inn in Tucson on January 30 and 
31, 1971. So, bright and early on Saturday morning, the 30th, I mounted my trusty 
steed (1965 Ambassador) and galloped off to the Ramada Inn and the Coin ohow. 

The first casual round of the diggings didn't show much of the metal, but a 
closer examination of the claims (Bourse) showed a few coppers here and there. 

I stumbled across a 1796 S-115 (High tilted 6, Crack through the date) showing 
advanced stages of diebreaks and which graded F12, which I bought for a small pinch 
of dust (the Condition Census lists an F15). At yet another stake-out, I latched onto 
a 1794 S-63 (The Fallen 4) in about an F12/VG10. 

As I moseyed along from claim to claim, a-lookin' and a-testin', I was happy 
to turn up a 1793 Chain cent in a grade more in keepin' with my financial position 
in the community. I quickly began chinnin' with its owner; and after careful study 
(there was no debate), decided that it was an S-2. Although the outline of the face 
was faint, the LIBERTY was strong; on the reverse was a full chain, a partial 
fraction, and ONE CENT was worn but visible. 

The owner was stubborn as a mule, but he finally gave in and accepted my 
duplicate Newcomb cents in trade for the 1793. And so, weary but happy, I again 
mounted my trusty steed and wended my way homeward, down the dusty trail - the 
proud, new owner of a 1793 S-2. 


************* 
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REPORT OF THE EAC ANNUAL MEETING - January 9, 1971 

Thirty-one members of the EAC and their seven guests assembled in the Loire 
Suite of the Hotel Americana, New York City, at 7:30 P.M. on Saturday evening, 
January 9, 1971 for the annual meeting of the club. Eleven different states of the 
Union were represented by those present. Judging from the comments of those who 
attended, the party was a real bash and met with total and utter success. Even the 
weather stayed good! Past meetings of the club had been marred by heavy rain, 
bitter cold, and sleet and snow; but January 9 was fair and mild. 

Those who attended were: 

New York City: Robert Gundersen of Staten Island; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cotter 

and SalZambuto of Queens; Dr. and Mrs. Warren A. Lapp and C. Douglas 
Smith of Brooklyn; Milton B. Pfeffer, Aaron Feldman, George V. Nelson, 
Dorothy Paschal, and Dr. William H. Sheldon of Manhattan; and Robert 
Martin of The Bronx; 

New York State: Lawrence A. Nilson of Yorktown Heights; Ralph C, Langham of 

Peekskill; Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Silberman of Brentwood (Long Island); 
New Jersey: Willard C. Blaisdell of Elizabeth; Paul W. Paterson of New Shrews- 

bury; Ike Malinger of Fairlawn; Enoch W. Blackwell of Hopewell; Richard 
C. Mario r of Penns auken; 

Pennsylvania: Mr. and Mrs. William Van Roden of Elkins Park; George Ramont 

of Woodlyn; and Bill Peddie of Newportville; 

Massachusetts: Paul M. Carter of Middleboro; John W. Adams of Boston; Denis 

W. Loring of Somerville; 

Delaware: Mr. and Mrs. Julius Reiver of Wilmington; 

Indiana: Dr. Edward Bush of Anderson; 

Michigan: Gordon Wrubel of Centre Line; Jesse W. Patrick of Detroit; 

Connecticut: Charles E. Funk, Jr. of East Granby; 

New Hampshire: Paul Munson of Claremont; 

Georgia: John D. Wright of Atlanta; and 

Florida: Robert L. Lapp of Winter Park. 

At the start, a brief business session was called to order by the President, 
Herbert A. Silberman, who then offered a few remarks. Dr. Lapp reported on 
membership. Herb reported on the status of the club's treasury which is sadly in 
need of a transfusion, and he urged that members pay their dues promptly. There 
were several members who responded immediately by paying their 1971 dues in cash 
to Mrs. Silberman. 

Jules Reiver then presented a short talk and demonstrated with beautiful 
Kodachrome slide illustrations many of the Mint's errors, whimsies, overdates, and 
unusual strikings of large cents. He had prepared the slides in association with 
George Ramont, and the two promised that the EAC would receive a set of the slides 
so that they could be made available on loan to the members. 

Ned Bush presented a grading project of 1793's in conjunction with his Photoquiz 
to be forthcoming in the January 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. Denis Loring exhibited 
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some Newcomb letters, and Dr. Lapp showed a belt made of late date large cents. 

The members then settled down to an evening of wheeling and dealing, con- 
fabulating, chinning, and visiting with their colleagues. Nilson and Van Roden 
offered large diversified selections of large cents which were for sale and which 
delighted many of the members who were fortunate enough to purchase one or more 
new varieties to add to their collections. Aaron Feldman ("Buy the book before the 
coin!") was on hand with several hard-to -locate copies of old, well-known large cent 
books - your recorder obtained a like-new copy of Clapp's and Newcomb's THE 
UNITED STATES CENTS OF THE YEARS 1795 - 1796 - 1797 - 1800 - and he had a 
long listing of auction catalogues available, many of which represent well-known sales 
of large cents. Meanwhile, Willard Blaisdell was in another corner, charming many 
members with his special brand of "happiness" for which he is noted; and quite a few 
added top quality specimens of 1794 large cents to their collections, all obtained 
from Willard's many duplicates. 

As usual. Dr. Sheldon and Dorothy Paschal were kept busy confirming attribu- 
tions and determining grades of coins. At least three or four new Condition Census 
coins were recorded during the evening, and Dr. Sheldon confirmed a previously 
unknown 1796 NC3. The latter piece now brings to six or seven the total number of 
this variety known to be extant. 

Some party poopers (of which this reporter was one) started to drop out about 
10:30 P.M. , but many of the old die hards continued to keep up their enthusiasn until 
the wee hours of the morning. Our President reported that he left at 2 A.M. , at which 
time quite a few members were still going strong, as though the evening was just 
beginning. 

Several days later, your recorder received a long distance call from Denis 
Lorlng who wanted to know whether there were any further plans to hold another 
meeting of the EAC within a month or two. He felt that this one had been so 

successful that it should be repeated almost immediately such is the way large 

cent collectors live, breathe, and think. Sooooo until next year 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D., Recorder 
************* 

THOSE LARGE COPPER CENTS 
by Theodore J. Venn 

American numismatics has yielded many a rare old find; 

Pioneer and colonial issues which of early days remind; 

Gems 'midst our Federal coinage, some commemorative of events, 

Yet the collector's fancy still cling strongest to those old-time copper cents. 

(The above poem has been reprinted from THE NUMISMATIST for July, 1926 . ) 
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EAC GUEST PANEL SPEAKS AT NEW YORK NUMISMATIC CLUB 


On Friday, February 20, Dr. William H. Sheldon, Herbert A, Silberman, and 
Dr. Warren A. Lapp were the guest speakers at a dinner meeting of the New York 
Numismatic Club. It was the club's 746th meeting and it was held at the University 
Club in Manhattan. The speakers were the guests of the New York Numismatic Club 
and of Harold 3. Bareford, Esq. , who acted as Moderator during the presentation 
by the panel. Mr. Bareford is a well-known New York City attorney, and it is re- 
puted that he owns a very exceptional and outstanding collection of Early Date large 
cents as well as a general collection of many other varieties. A total of thirty-one 
members and guests were present, including Mrs. Dorothy Paschal, Willard C. 
Blaisdell, and Julius Reiver. 

After a delightful cocktail hour and a sumptuous dinner, Mr. Henry Grunthal, 
a Curator of the American Numismatic Society and the President of the NYNC, 
called the meeting to order and invited Mr. Bareford and the speakers to proceed 
with the panel presentation on "Current Interest in Early U. S„ Cents". After intro- 
ducing the panel, Mr. Bareford first called on Dr. Lapp who discussed the 
organization, purpose, and programs of the Early American Coppers Club; told about 
PENNY-WISE; and then finished up by telling some of the anecdotes and interesting 
sidelights on the first U. S. Mint and the Early Date large cents. Herb Silberman 
spoke next on other aspects of the EAC; told about the joys and sorrows of being a 
large cent collector; compared the selling price of large cents today with that of 
earlier years and spoke of the differences in wages of artisans in 1793 as compared 
with those of today. Herb ended up his presentation by relating his own personal 
thrill in scoring a success as a cherrypicker in the purchase of several particular 
and rare varieties. 

Dr. Sheldon completed the program by presenting a discussion a la PENNY 
WHIMSY in his own inimitable style, telling about how he got started in large cent 
collecting, where he got some of his vast knowledge and experience in the specialty, 
how he had fared as a buyer and trader of large cents on several occasions (one NYNC 
member commented to the speaker that "Sheldon got took"), and then ended up by a 
wonderfully entertaining and informative reminiscence of his friendship and 
acquaintance with the "Big Four" of the large cent collectors, namely George Clapp, 
Henry Hines, Carl Wurtzbach, and Howard Newcomb. 

The NYNC members seemed quite interested in the panel's presentation and 
readily confiscated individual copies of the last issue of PENNY-WISE which had 
been brought to the meeting for this particular occasion. 

Following the presentation, Mr. Grunthal conducted a brief business meeting, 
after which he invited all the club members to individually stand up and describe their 
particular exhibits which they had brought with them. Dr. Sheldon showed some MS 
examples of 1793 's and 1794 's; Mr. Blaisdell presented a fine selection of Early 
Date large cents including the S-48 in VF25, the 1801 NCI, 2, and 3, and others; 

Herb Silberman displayed a collection of beautiful 1794 pieces; ether NYNC members 
showed examples of large cents as well as specimens of the commemorative Isabella 
quarter dollar, colonial pieces; Lincoln medals; fractional currency, and various and 
sundry other pieces. 
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A medal as a prize was awarded, after appropriate judging, to the exhibitor 
with the most outstanding presentation of the evening. This award, which is given 
only to NYNC members, went to Willard C. Blaisdell, and rightly so. 

The meeting, which was most interesting and stimulating to your recorder, was 
adjourned by the President at 9:15 P.M. 

For the information of EAC members, the NYNC is composed entirely of ad- 
vanced collectors, many of whom specialize in particular branches of numismatics. 
Membership in the club is by invitation and one must be sponsored. Before becoming 
eligible for election to membership, each candidate is carefully screened and inter- 
viewed. Election is by secret ballot of all members present. 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 

Recorder 

************* 

Dr. Sheldon's presentation at the meeting, at least that part which he had 
formally prepared in advance, is included elsewhere in this issue. The Editor and 
EAC are indebted to Dr. Sheldon for his permission to PENNY-WISE to reprint his 
reminiscences. 

BURTON E, EBERT Gets In His "TWO CENTS WORTH": 

I would like to pose a question of policy which may or may not become important 
in the future. It relates to the re-publication of articles originally appearing in 
PENNY-WISE. Naturally, the authors and the members are quite proud of this re- 
cognition and the resulting publicity. And what I have to suggest may be modified by 
any conditions of compensation, reward, and/or remuneration. 

Having spent my entire business life in the field of communications, I am 
probably more sensitive to the many implications. For instance, take the series by 
John Wright which appeared in THE NUMISMATIST from June to September, 1969. 

To the ANA membership they were presented as an original article by Member 
#57735. Nowhere was there any mention or credit to PENNY-WISE. I'm aware of the 
Heath Award, which was so justly earned, but why the omission? Now, in the last 
issue of P-W is a note from Paul Oliphant that his re-strike article is going to be re- 
printed in the February NUMISMATIST. These articles are copyrighted by ANA. 

Just suppose that the EAC desired to publish such key articles and others in book 
form or as monographs and then offer them for sale as a source of revenue? I'm glad 
to note that Mr. Reiver has previously copyrighted his material. 

Specifically, I am thinking of Hewitt's "Numismatic Information" Series or 
Davenport's "The Silver Dollars of Africa". Wright's material and that of others 
could be combined into a most interesting opus which would be welcomed by 
thousands. Just a thought for the EAC Board to consider. Another alternative would 
be to copyright each issue of P-W. 

************* 
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AN EARLY CENT ("YELLOW PAGES" 
Denis Loring 


Whenever I'm offered an early cent of extreme rarity, especially with matching 
price tag, I like to check back among the "name" sales of the past twenty-five years 
to see what, if anything, they listed in that particular variety. This overall review 
gives me an idea of just how rare - or not so rare - the variety really is. I can also 
see what price this variety brought in the context of the sale as a whole. 

To this end, therefore, I've compiled an early cent "Yellow Pages". Given a 
rare variety, this guide will tell me where to find it in the sales of the past. The 
guide is reproduced below, in the hopes that others will find it as interesting and as 
useful as I have. 


All R8 and R7 varieties of early cents are listed, as are what I consider to be 
the tougher R6's, Including all the R6's of 1794. The code letters next to each variety 
indicate those auction sales in which the variety appeared. The following auction 
sales are covered: 


1793: 8-7 
12 

15 

16 


P Pearl (fixed price list. Numismatic Gallery, 1944 
N Newcomb, Raymond and Macallister, 1945 
D Downing, New Netherlands, 1952 (ANA sale) 

JAS Sawicki, Stacks, 1954 (also some in 1964 ANA) 

DG Davis-Graves, Stacks, 1954 

AD Anderson-Dupont, Stacks, 1954 

W Warfield, Associated Coin Auctions, 1955 (MANA sale) 

TJC Clarke, Kosoff, 1956 

PGS Straus, Stacks, 1959 

JOS Sloss, Kosoff, 1959 

H Holmes, Stacks, 1960 

S Schwartz, Kosoff, 1961 

LH Helfenstein, Merkin, 1964 

C Century, Paramount, 1965 

T Thurlow, Mayflower, 1967 

VR Van Raden, Stacks, 1968 

NN New Netherlands 39 (Pawling); 41 (Ryder); 50 (Gaskell); 
54 (Old North Carolina); 56; 57; 58 

When duplicates are known, they are bracketed thus: D(N). 

N , D, AD, W, T 
N,D, AD (2) 

S 

N,D,AD 


1794: S-17 P,N,D (N), W(N,D), S, NN39 
18a D 
19a D, AD 
27 N,D,H(N), S 

33 N,D,AD,H (N ) 

34 P,N,D,AD,T,NN39 

35 P,N, D (2 ) , AD, W,H(N),S(D), NN50 

36 N,D,AD,S,NN50 

37 N,D,AD (N) 

38 P (2 ),N,D,AD, W,NN50 

- 56 - 


S-39 

40 

45 

48 

50 

52 

53 
66 
68 

D, AD 

N,D,AD,S,NN50 
P, N, D, AD, S, NN50 (2) 

P, N, D, AD, W, PGS, H (N ), 8, T 
P , N, D, AD,S, T, VR , NN59 
N, D, NN57 
N , AD , S 
P , D, AD ( D) ,S 
P , N , D ( 2 ) , AD , W , H ( N ) , S 

1795: S-79 
80 

N, D (2 ) 

P, N, D (3 ), JAS , AD, W (2 ) , TJC ,C , NN50 (2 ) , 59 

1796: S-90 

94 

95 

96 
99 

100 

105 

107 

113 

117 

118 

N,D,AD,W,S 
N , D , AD , W , S 
N , D 

D, AD, W, VR 
N (2 ) , D, AD, W, S,T 
N , D , AD , W 
N,D,AD,S,VR,NN50 
N, D, AD (N),AD,W,S 
N , D, DG, AD, W,S, T, NN59 
N, D, AD, W, S, T, NN59 
N, D, W (2 ) 

1797: S-122 

124 

125 
129 
132 

142 

143 

N , D , W ( 2 ) , ST 
N, NN50 

N, D, W, S, VR , NN50, 59 
N (2),H(N),S 
N,D,W,S,T 

N (2),D, JAS, W, PGS (2 ),S,T 
N, D, AD, W,S, NN50, 56 

1798: S-144 

146 

147 
149 
156 
178 
180 
183 

N (2 ),D (N),AD,NN41 
N (3),D,JAS,W,S,T 
P , N ( 2 ) , D , AD , W , S , T (D), NN50 
D,S,T 

N (2 ), D, AD, W,S,C , VR, NN54 
N, D, AD, W, S, C , NN57 
N,D,W,S,T 
JOS,S,T 

1800: S-195 
198 
201 
210 

N,D,W,S,T 

P,N,D,T 

D,W(2),S,T,NN39 

P,N,AD,T,NN50 

1801: S-217 

218 

N, AD 

N , D , AD , W , T 

1803: S-264 

P,N (2), D, AD, TJC (2 ) ,S , C 

1807: S-272 

P ,N, AD, W, PGS,C 
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1794: 

NC5 

NN39 


6 

NN50 

1795: 

NCI 

D,T 

1796: 

NC2 

N 


3 

N 


4 

N, W,NN39 

1797: 

NC2 

JAS.S 


5 

S,NN39 

1798: 

NCI 

N 

1801: 

NC2 

D 


4 

AD 

1802: 

NCI 

N, D, AD (2 ), JAS.S, T 


2 

NN39 

1803: 

NCI 

N, D, JAS 


************* 


WRIGHT WRONG 

C. F. Gordon writes as follows: "I have just received a letter from John 
Wright who, through a misunderstanding, made a mistake on David Whiting In the 
last issue of PENNY-WISE. John and I would like to make a retraction in the 
coming issue of P-W, as follows: 

WRIGHT GOOFS: The idea behind Wright's warning in the Last issue of P-W is 

sound, but John has maligned an innocent victim and hereby apologizes profusely. 
The letter from C. F. Gordon to Wright advising of the situation was misinter- 
preted, and the warning was not specifically cleared for publication by C. F. 
Gordon. C. F. 's explanation of the actual situation follows: 

Mr. Whiting, in good faith, sincerely believed that he had an 
S-124 and he sent pressings to several people simultaneously before 
negotiating a trade. After he was informed of its correct number, 
he did not continue to offer it as the S- 124 . My only reason for notify- 
ing John Wright was for his census of Early Dates in case he had seen 
the ad. 

Thanks for helping to clear up this matter. I understand that Mr. Whiting has 
joined EAC. He will make a fine member, for I have met him and seen part of his 
collection. He is very enthusiastic about large cents." 

************* 
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(sorry, no proofs, thank you). Since I am on the east coast, perhaps I can get to- 
gether with the one contestant. And since I hope to make a trip to Wichita, Kansas 
in early March to take an oral test for my Master’s degree, it might not be 
impossible to drop in on the midwesterner. Therefore, Herb or Doc, would you be 
kind enough to forward a copy of this letter to each of the previous two contestants? 

I enjoy the half cent series even more than large cents and I really enjoy meeting 
half cent collectors and writing back and forth to them. Of course, the real 
pleasure in a Whist Match is not the score. It's the opportunity to view each other's 
coins closely and leisurely. Therefore - 

I CHALLENGE TO HALF CENT WHIST. 

Herb or Doc can fill in the blank. Thanks !" 

l<rom GEORGE V. NELSON: "As I see it, some funny things happened in the 
recent EAC Mail Bid Sale:: 

1. In looking over the re-cap of the questionnaire (Vol. IV, page 118, item 
#2), at the bottom of the page, what could have happened? 65 members said they 
were interested. 47 said they would submit coins, while 58 promised to donate one, 
two, or more pieces to help build up the EAC Treasury. Then where were they when 
the Sale was being set up? And how could about 47 submit, and 58 would donate? 

This I can't figure out. 

2. Report on the sale (page 186) shows that there were some 18 bidders of 
which 11 were successful. This makes me wonder what happened to the balance of the 
EAC members who said they were so interested. I understand, of course, that all 
members are not interested in all dates or varieties, but the lack of interest in a few 
inexpensive pieces (and some real bargains) did surprise me. 

3. Apparently there were only 12 consignors out of 47 (or was it 58? ) who said 
they would submit coins. What happened to the others? Also, there were only two, to 
my knowledge, who put in coins where EAC could make a real nice 'dollar' for the club. 

4. Now, a compliment to Denis Loring who took this job on his shoulders - 
receiving, keeping, booking, returning - and all the other things which he had to do 
to handle the auction. 

From JESSE M. PATRICK: "I recently joined the EAC and was assigned 

membership number 239. I have not received my latest issue of PENNY-WISE. If 
you could look into this, I would deeply appreciate it. Thank you. 

If this letter is tinged with apprehension, it is because P-W is such a FINE 
bulletin!" 

From BURTON E. EBERT: "Enclosed is my check, part for my 1971 dues 

and part for whatever you may decide can best serve the needs of the EAC. I'm sure 
you all know that I applaud and support in my humble way what has been done and is 
being accomplished by your personal efforts and cooperative contributions of others, 
which have made this organization a most outstanding group in the field of 
numismatics. 


I 


I regret that, with my meager knowledge, I have not been able to contribute. 

In a measure, it is due to my limited access to large cents for examination and 
study. Hence, the illustrations and descriptions are most valuable to me, as well 
as guide lines for grading. So far, I have accumulated 53 Sheldon and 93 Newcomb 
varieties, mostly in lower grades. Thus you can see how I am being educated by 
PENNY-WISE. My first loves were the early bust halves. 

The regional meeting at Daytona Beach did not materialize. I was there two 
days. A dealer told me that Allen Corson was there from Miami, but I could not 
locate him. It was mostly a dealer conclave. The off-street attendance appeared to 
be small, and the bourse floor was so piled up that it was difficult to walk down the 
aisles. " 

From MAMA MIMEO (Mrs. Margaret Beeler of Winter Park, Florida) 

"I want to thank you and the EAC Club so very much for the generous bonus. I deeply 
appreciate your thoughtfulness and kindness in sending this to me, and I enjoy being 
able to have a part in getting out PENNY-WISE. 

My arm is healing fine, and I am most happy and grateful to be able to work 
again. The typewriter never looked so good to me before. 

I wish to extend to you and to the EAC Club my very best wishes for a wonder- 
ful year in 1971. " 

From JULIUS FELDMAN: "Thank you for those kind words and nice letter. 

Compared to some, I haven’t done nearly enough for EAC. I'm sure that I have gotten 
much more enjoyment out of it than I possibly could have given. 

I can readily understand the multitude of problems that must arise before each 
issue of P-W; and once that is put to bed, the spectre of the next one is before you. 

It's never ending like delivering babies or dispatching fire engines 

there will always be babies and fires ! ! ! I enjoyed the last P-W Immensely." 

From ZACK CARDEN: "In the last issue of PENNY-WISE, I read where one 

inquirer was advised to write to Aaron Feldman for Newcomb's 1963 Edition of U. S. 
COPPER CENTS 1816-1857. The address of Mr. Feldman was not indicated. I 
would appreciate it if you could supply this info. (EDITOR'S NOTE: Aaron R. 

Feldman, P. O. Box 854, Ansonia Station, New York, New York 10023) 

I have not received a membership certificate since joining EAC several months 
ago. Have they been discontinued? I'd like to have one for my office wall if they are 
still available. (EDITOR'S NOTE: In 1968 membership certificates were sent out to 
Charter members. There are no certificates available at this time. ) 

Recently I reported an 1867/67 Indian Head cent to COIN WORLD and sent some 
pictures of it. They plan to include it in their next doubling issue. Has this coin 
been reported before to your knowledge ? If you could focus any light on all or any of 
the questions proposed, I'd certainly be pleased to hear from you. " (Can any of the 
EAC members help Zack on his question about the 1867/67 Indian Head cent? ) 

From GEORGE K. PRETSCH: "I have been wanting to let you know that I am 

familiar with the following numismatic club organs: Azteca Numismatic Society, 
Tacmania Numismatic Society, La Societe Americaine pour L'Etude de la Num. 
France, and The Colonial News Letter. P-W rates a resounding A plus in comparison 
to the others. It's really great !" 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


From WILLIAM E. HOPKINS, M.D.: "Dear Warren - Enjoyed your article in 
PENNY-WISE about your large cent belt. I am a collector of antique furniture and 
some time ago, while attending an auction, I saw some scales and they struck my fancy. 
The scales are described as a portable weighing device which dispenses with a lot 
of different sized weights by using a sliding weight on a steel yardarm. On the end 
of the steel yardarm is an 1853 large cent which has been affixed there so as to 
prevent the weight from sliding off the steel yardarm. The cent has a square hole 
in it and the end of the bar has been battered so that the cent cannot come off when 
the weight strikes it. I hadn't given that cent much thought until I saw your article. 

Keep up your excellent work as Editor of PENNY-WISE. I certainly enjoy that 
publication. " 

From AARON R. FELDMAN: "I surely enjoyed meeting with your Early 
American Coppers group tonight, January 8, 1971. I have never seen a single group 
show more enthusiasm than this group did." 

From JOHN W. ADAMS: "I very much enjoyed attending the EAC Annual 
Meeting in New York. It was a rare pleasure to be able to get together with fellow 
collectors on such an informal and convivial basis. You and the other officers of 
EAC deserve to be congratulated for the great success of the organization which you 
have created. " 

From ARTHUR J. LESTER: "I have been a collector of large cents off and on 
for a great many years. I am pleased to be a member of the Early American 
Coppers Club and to receive PENNY-WISE, which contains many enlightening articles 
on collecting the old coppers. " 

From JULIUS FELDMAN: "Received my copy of PENNY-WISE today, and just 
couldn't wait to say how great it is. There is so much to praise, one doesn't know 
where to begin. You and the staff can well be proud of No. 22 (and the past 21 too ! ! ). 

I always skim through each issue lightly at first, to get the feel of it and to note all 
the fine articles in store. Then, I pay more attention at my second reading, and I 
thoroughly digest it at the third, fourth, etc. and on and on 

I'm enclosing my dues for 1971, with balance to help defray the expenses of 
P-W. " 

From CHARLES E. FUNK, JR. : "I don't quite know how to lead off, because 
I don't know who opens the mail that comes to P. O. Box 7485, Orlando, Florida 
32804 - if it's Bill Parks, then, hello again, sorry you didn't make it to EAC's annual 
meeting and that you've given up the Treasurer's post, but best wishes on your re- 
tirement - if it's Mama Mimeo, hope you've recovered from your accident and are 
back in the saddle again. 

But regardless, the principal reason for writing is to report that this time it is 
I who have suffered from the imperfections of an offset press to the extent of receiv- 
ing a uniface sheet within the January 15th issue of PENNY-WISE. The particular 
sheet is that containing pages 37 and 38. I have only 37; page 38 is blank. Will you 
send me a replacement, please? Many thanks, and keep up the good work, whoever 
you are. " 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: To clear up the mystery of P. O. Box 7485, it does indeed 

belong to Bill Parks. Although he has presumably retired, he still helps out 
EAC and P-W as well as MM by assisting in the mailing and handling other odd 
jobs in the preparation of P-W such as arranging for offset printing, etc. We're 
very grateful to Bill for the important and very helpful efforts extended in getting 
P-W to you on time. 

From JOHN A. McGEARY, M.D. : "I enclose a check for $15. which will pay 
my own 1971 dues and the extra $10. is to pay the dues for a new member, viz. 
Joseph Greeley, M.D. Dr. Greeley is a friend of mine whom I have introduced to 
the fascination of the early American cents. Now, I would like for him to join our 
membership and to keep abreast of EAC affairs via PENNY-WISE. 

Allow me to express my gratitude to you and to all our officers for your 
expertise and efficiency In these extra duties you have assumed." 

From an EAC Member who shall remain ANONYMOUS: "Thanks to the whole 
gang for another excellent PENNY-WISE ! and I enjoyed the annual meeting also. 

But my main reason for writing is the Half Cent Whist match written up in P-W, 
pp 28-29. The Ed. Note said that both contestants were eager for more action, so 
that’s my cue ! I'm ready to lay my perfect whist record on the line ! Here’s my 
fantastic set of credentials: 

I lay claim to being the one who has resurrected Old Cent Whist from the 
grave, since it was my challenge (as Member Y) to Member X, who wrote up our 
contest in P-W for the world to see ! Our match was March 8, 1969, and I lost by a 
count of 388 to 230. But I wouldn't take "no" for an answer; and at the rematch on 
August 31, 1969, I brought the count up to 382-283. My next challenge was to a 
bearded math student in Massachusetts, who beat me by the mere score of 320-306 
on March 20, 1970, I had twenty-nine 2-0 scores, lost thirty-eight 2-0 counts, and 
this 18 point difference did the trick for him. It was quite Interesting: his condition 
goal was a nice VG and he rarely settled for less, while I wanted VF but would take 

any dog that came along, upgrade then when I could since I'm not in a position 

financially to pay the price for many VG's. (He wrote up this encounter as Member 
"K". ) Undaunted, I went for the rematch on October 3, 1970, and now the score was 
452-308. You can see that he had been busy while I in turn had ceased collecting and 
had other interests (my family). Still later, he and I matched our Late Date sets, 
1816-1857, by date and major variety, and again I came in second. (He recently 

sold his Intact for $1250. , so I don't feel too bad in losing Newcomb cents never 

did really turn me on anyway. ) 

With this perfect record of five defeats in five matches, you can see that I 
must be careful against whom I match myself! Well, I feel confident that my score 
against the midwestern half cent collector would be much worse than that rung up by 
the East Coast buff. And I have full confidence that the latter can also cream me, 
although I'll have some 2-0 counts ! I own 77 half cent die varieties, and like those 
two who really met in Half Cent Whist, I enjoy the rare die breaks (my 1804 G-7 is 
not VF30, darn it ! I lack the 1811 two-star break and the 1826 break. I also lack 
the 1803 G-4 with break, but I own nine different die states of 1804 Gilbert-8. ) 

I have the 1811 G-2 with the four-star break. I have several reverse rotations of 
1825 G-2. I like the Mint errors on half cents. And I enjoy the series in general 


- 60 - 


' t 

From LT. COL. TED HAGGARTY: "I paid my annual dues for both 1970 

and 1971 last April, so am enclosing a stipend for the "kitty". Copper pickin' is 
slim out here in Washington and the great northwest. I always look forward to 
P-W delivery time and an forever finding something new in reading through past 
issues. I miss N. Y. but not the weather. " 

From M/SGT. JAN W. EDEBURN: "Sorry this dues payment is late. The 

Alaskan winter, and moving too, have kept things in a mild state of confusion here. 

I have been completely unsuccessful in obtaining any of the early date cents 
here in Fairbanks. No coin shop is located here, but we do have a good coin club, 

"The Fartherest North Coin Club". I have obtained a few late date large cents and 
a Connecticut cent there. 

PENNY-WISE gets better every issue and it is always received with enthusiasm. 

I often wish I were closer to the action. Keep up the good work. " 

From W. G. BLANTON; "I am writing to say that I will not continue to be a 
member of EAC. I have had two hobbies for the past three years and the other one 
has taken all my attention. You have a great club which I know is a source of much 
satisfaction to many. Good luck. " 

From R. L. McARTHY; "It may be of interest to EAC members that souvenir 
medals struck from, the U. S. Navy's first ship are for sale at $2. each, the proceeds 
of which will be used in restoring that ship the United States Frigate CONSTELLATION. 
The medals, which give one a lifetime admission to the Frigate, are struck from 
copper spikes used in the original construction of the ship in Baltimore in 1797. Send 
your donations to "Constellation", Baltimore, Maryland, 21202. 

I found it interesting that these medals are struck from copper which may 
have been in competition for use at the Mint in 1796 or 1797. The U. S. Frigate 
CONSTITUTION and the U. S. Frigate CONSTELLATION were completed within 
several months of each other. Another U. S. Navy vessel, the Frigate UNITED 
STATES was launched at Philadelphia on May 10, 1797. There must have been a 
heavy demand for copper in those years. As a large cent buff and as a Captain in the 
U* S. Navy with over twenty years of active service, I find the common use of copper 
to be historically interesting. I recently obtained several of the CONSTELLATION 
medals and was very pleased with them. 

I have been coin collecting for about four years, but have been hung up on large 
cents for about the last two. 

I have a 1797 large cent, S-142 (21-S), "7 imbedded in drapery", upper R6, 
for swap or sale. Only five examples are reported in the EAC Census of 1968 
(page 206, Vol. II, PENNY-WISE). This coin is almost VF20 by wear state, but 
surface erosion or flaking on obverse and some to lesser extent on the reverse would 
downgrade value. Color is a natural, nice, dark brown in the field with high points of 
the design a lighter aged copper appearance. Solid, even strike, with all features 
bold. Easily in CC which is 25-15-15-12-10-8. Considering that the 25-coin is in 
ANS, this coin could be the finest known collectible as far as sharpness or wear state 
goes. I need a 1793 Wreath cent, any variety, or best offer over $150. received by 
April 15. Anyone seriously interested may write me for foil pressing prior to making 
an offer. Write R. L. ("Dick") McArthy, Captain, U. S. Navy, 4215 Maintree Court, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030." 
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Herb Silberman sent the following note to your Editor, along with a number 
of letters from various members: 

"Doc: We have an amazing club, with fantastic people. Just read the enclosed 
notes received with the dues and you will realize what hit me. Dues are due, but 
most pay more; and I just don't know where else you could find a group of people 
who generously pay more than the bill just to be a part of our club. It is really 
heart-warming. " 

These are some of the letters to which Herb referred: 

From DAVID W. FISCHER : "Enclosed please find a check to cover my 1971 EAC 

dues plus a little extra for the kitty. I know it's not much, but it's one way of ex- 
pressing my appreciation for the great job done in making PENNY-WISE a very 
informative and interesting bulletin. I have read and re-read each issue several 
times, and am continually amazed at the wealth of information which appears on the 
pages of P-W. When I first joined EAC three years ago, I was only a casual large 
cent collector. Thanks to P-W, and of course, to all those who have contributed 
articles, I am now a genuine lover of the early coppers and expect to be so forever. " 

From BOB YUELL: "I am a new member of EAC; and as a result, missed most of 

the back issues of P-W. I have since acquired all the previous issues (Xerox copies) 
and have spent some of my free time reading them. They certainly are well written 
and contain much detailed information about large cents. I was particularly interested 
in the articles concerned with grading, coin photography, specific varieties (over- 
dates or non-collectibles), and the aluminum foil impressions of coins. 

As far as P-W is concerned, keep up the good work. With people like yourself 
and others who have contributed, EAC certainly has a fine future." 

From JIM NORWOOD: "Received latest issue of P-W and have really enjoyed 

contents. Please find enclosed 1971 dues." 

From D. V. BOARDMAN: "PENNY-WISE" came today, so here is my check for $10. 

I feel that dues should be $10. The benefits are more than there. 

Now that you are settled in your new home, I hope that you will find time to 
really relax and enjoy yourself and family. That is why I am taking four or so months 
off each year and traveling in our new Dodge Motor Home. My wife and I really enjoy 
it. We have an extra bedroom, so you are always welcome if you ever get this way. 
Just let us know so we will be home and not traveling. " 

From ELWQQD RINDA.HL: "I am enclosing a check for my 1971 dues to EAC plus a 

small additional amount to slightly enrich the coffers of P-W. As Dr. Lapp has 
mentioned in P-W so many times, this is surely the greatest bargain on today's market. 

I am presently working on a "Large Cent Index Card" for keeping a record of 
each of my large cents. As soon as these cards come off the presses, I will send 
one to you for your comments. In the past, I have always kept a record in a ledger, 
but using this method, I could not keep a record in (Sheldon or Newcomb) numerical 
sequence without re-writing the ledger after each new acquisition. With the index 
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card system, it will be easy to insert a new card into its proper place and still keep 
the numbering system in order. 

Good hunting in this new year !" 

From MILTON PFEFFER: "Keep up the good work." 

From GORDON GILL : "Of the nine coin magazines and papers which I receive, 

PENNY-WISE is the most enjoyed. I don't see how you and your dedicated 
associates find the time to give us such an interesting publication." 

From JEFF PECK : "After much anticipation, I received the January issue (No. 

22 ) of PENNY-WISE, for which I am very grateful. The wealth of information is 
unbelievable, even though I have become accustomed to this through past issues. 
Especially interesting was the NEW attribution method, although, with final exams 
just coming up, I haven't had time to try it out. It certainly looks interesting, how- 
ever. 

The main reason for my writing is to re-affirm my membership with the EAC 
group. Enclosed is my check in the amout of $10. , of which $5. is for membership 
dues in 1971 and the extra $5. for the club's treasury. Sorry it couldn't be more, 
but I suppose every bit helps." 

From ALAN MEGHRIG : "Enclosed find dues and a donation. Keep up the good 

work! One suggestion: use heavier paper on the pages with photos. The print 
showing through from the opposite side is very distracting." 

From ANTHONY J, MODABELLI : "Find enclosed my check for $10. for my 

1971 dues. The extra $5. can be used in any way the club wishes. I have gained 
much more in the knowledge PENNY-WISE has furnished me, and I have saved 
much more than this amount in large cents bought. 

Although I'm new to large cent collecting, I doubt if I could have done as well 
without PENNY-WISE." 

From RAY CHATHAM: "Sorry about being a little late. This is about the best 

$5. I spend. Will try to remember to mail it on December 30 in 1971. 

A student from Columbia, Mo. came to see me last week. He is really a 
dedicated EAC chaser, and nostalgia for the early 1950's almost laid me low. 

Darwin Palmer showed me some beautiful slides. How I wish I had pictures of my 
old favorites, particularly the S-48 on which every last star could be seen (at least 
a speck of every one). Every time that PENNY-WISE arrives, I almost cry again 
for having sold my collection. Of course, I could have talked both kids out of going 
to college. 

Here's one member who appreciates all the work which the P-W staff does." 

From DR. NED BUSH : "One suggestion for P-W: include a complete, comprehen- 

sive list of EAC members with their membership numbers and addresses frequently, 
perhaps twice a year. (Editor's Note: We get this comment many times each 
month. No such policy is carried out because of security reasons. If you want a 
particular member's address, you can always obtain it from EAC Hqs. ) 

P-W is getting better and better each year. Keep up the great work!" 
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From KEN SARTORIS, M.D .: "Enclosed is check for current dues. Although 

my activities in EAC are nil, my interest is great. Large cents have always been 
my "pets" although my numismatic range has been all inclusive. 

I enjoy PENNY-WISE and peruse it from cover to cover. It always takes a 
dedicated few to run an outfit. Keep up the good work !" 

From RANDALL G. SCHWEITZER : "I am enclosing my dues for 1971. I have 

been adding to my collection of large cents: 1804, 1811/10, 1813 in Fine, the 
1830/19 overdate in VF, 1822 in EF, 1837 BHC in EF, 1840 in VF, and the best 
condition coin in my collection - an 1845 in AU. I have my date set complete except 
for the 1793, and I always add the better grade coins. As variety, I have 102 large 
cents besides. I look forward to buying a 1793 this summer. Yours in Early 
American Coppers." 

From JOHN A. SCHREUDER : "Please excuse my delay in sending my dues. Al- 

though I have been inactive in cents for the last ten years and have been disposing of 
my collection mainly through my good friends Del Bland and Carl Windon, I still have 
a strong liking for the early coppers. 

My age plus the risk of keeping the coins at home or in my shop is too great. 
Insurance is very high, so I feel that my coins would be more appreciated by the 
younger collectors and I can use the money to help my grandchildren in college. 

I had reported all the varieties in my collection on the EAC questionnaire. Now that 
my collection is broken up, it will have to be deleted on your records." 

From DARWIN PALMER : "Here is the check for annual dues to EAC, a bit extra 

for the kitty, of course. I always look forward to each edition of P-W, and I hope 
that I can contribute to it again in the future with some worthwhile articles. 

I would appreciate any photos, color slides, or pressings of your 8-263 's and 
264 's, as I am working on these varieties for a reason. I have been told that some 
263's show a later reverse die state than some early strikes of 264. This suggests 
the possibility of an interrupted die. When I gather enough information and if it is 
true, I will be able to write up a story for P-W, with pictures to prove my point. 

If any of the EAC members can supply me with additional material on the 
S-263's and 4's, I would sure appreciate it. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Darwin Palmer can be reached at Dept. Entomology, 1-87 

Agriculture Building, University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri 65201. And 
just a side note: It's Capt . Darwin B. Palmer. Send him pressings, pictures, 
slides, photos, whatever you have on your S-263's and 264-'s. If there's an article 
in the making, P-W would like to have it and FIRST, too ! ! ! ! ! 

From DEL BLAND: "Enclosed is a money order covering my 1971 dues, plus a 

little extra for the club use. Also, would you see if you can get someone to send 
me an up-do-date roster of the EAC membership? Hope to see you before very long." 

From CARL WINDON : "Please accept payment for dues for 1971. I just can't be- 

gin to tell you how much I appreciate the progress you are making and the pleasure 
I have derived from same. I was introduced to Julius Reiver and his wife last year. 
They, and Del Bland, paid us a visit, and I got to learn a lot about large cents from 
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them. Later, Del brought Mr. Reiver's work to me for checking. We attributed 
several pieces of the 1850's and his system worked fine. I had sent Walter E. 
Johnson several pieces in the past to be included in his work. I came up with two 
R8's, so now will check them through Mr. Reiver's system. I have been working 
with Del Bland and John Schreuder on large cents for over fifteen years. Either of 
those two could write the book on large cents. I owe them a lot for what I have 
learned from them. Again, I wish to thank all of you; and for you, Herb, I hope 
that you get a lot of pleasant years in your new home." 

From JAMES G. JOHNSON : "Herewith my dues renewal to EAC and a trifle 
extra. I enjoy reading PENNY-WISE and only wish I had time to work with my 
early American coppers. I can only say that my date collection of both cents and 
half cents is complete, but about condition the less said the better. I used to have 
some 450 of Newcomb's varieties but traded them all off and then started again. 

I am just accumulating now, as I have not had time in the last ten years to do any- 
thing with them. For any further comment on that, see Dr. Lapp. Incidentally, 

I was at ANA in St. Louis but saw no announcement of the EAC meeting, or I would 
have been there. " 

From JOHN E. BORHEK: "Enclosed is a check for dues. I have not done anything 

with my collection in the past year and a half. Although I retired over a year ago 
and started building a house on Cape Cod, I am now running an insurance and invest- 
ment business in Plymouth for a man who owns a larger one in the Virgin Islands 
and has moved there. At 58, I'm working harder than 1 did at 50. 

I hope you got situated in your new home with less frustration than we are 
having. Right now, we own two houses with a total of 15 rooms for just two people." 


ATTENTION!! MAIL BID SALE ATTENTION!! 

Richard D. Dolloff, EAC 165, has written the Editor as follows: "We are 
currently working on the sale of a complete date set of large cents which will be 
offered to the public in either our March or our April Mail Bid Sale. The set is 
completely attributed according to Sheldon or Newcomb numbers and there are 
many duplicates of most dates. If any member of the EAC would like to receive a 
listing of this sale, he may obtain one by writing to: 

Dolloff Coin Center 

Mail Bid Sales Dept. 4 

116 State Street 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801" 

Dick Dolloff doesn't say anything about identifying yourself as a member of 
EAC, but we would suggest that you do so, both when writing for the listing- and 
particularly when submitting bids. 

************* 
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CHARLIE FUNK SAYS HIS PIECE: 

an . Y« How I loathe that term as it's being applied to my favorite of the 
large cents ! I don't know who thought it up, but I think it's too damned cute for any 
use ! Yes, I recall the excuse given for its application, but I didn't like it then, and 
like it even less as I see it being woven more or less permanently into the literature - 
I do hope it's less, and a good place to start would be to have it expunged from the Red 
Book now that EAC has been offered a chance to have a voice in this. Historically, 
Tammany was the name (variously spelled) of an Indian chief with whom Wm. Penn 
had transactions for land, 1683 and 1697. Some time prior to 1771 the name became 
"canonized," and from 1772 for about twenty years "Saint" (or "King") Tammany was 
regarded as the tutelar saint of Pennsylvania and other northern coloines or States, 
and the day assigned to him, May 1st (Old Style), May 12th (New Style), appropriated 
to popular celebrations, festive gatherings (often with some benevolent object), etc. 
From 1782 the name became associated with Societies established on a more or less 
permanent basis, of which that organized in New York is mentioned in 1787. The one 
which in 1790 is recorded as the "Society of St. Tammany" and "the Sons of St. 
Tammany and Columbian Order, " and which in its constitution is claimed to be 
founded on the true principles of patriotism, and has for its motives charity and bro- 
therly love," soon developed strong political activity, and by ca 1810 had become the 
headquarters of the Democratic Party (then called the Republican Party) in the State 
and City of New York. (The foregoing mostly a direct quote from Vol. IX of the 
Oxford English Dictionary. ) 

But the point is that there is nothing - absolutely nothing! - in the history of the 
word to connect it to the Coronet cents ! It might be applicable to the Indian Head 
cents or nickels because of its Indian origins, or it might be something to consider 
for the political tokens of the early nineteenth century because of the later political 
connections of the term (somehow I can't think of anything suitable for the inter- 
mediate benevolent association of the word except, maybe, and distantly, for Mardi 
Gras tokens), but not for the Coronets. So please, John, Walter, and whoever else 
may be involved, let's eliminate this word from our collective numismatic voca- 
bulary? - pretty please? - with sugar on it? 

"Cent", and Herb Silberman's interest in the background of the word. I, too, 
Herb, have been interested in trying to track this down, and have done a modest amount 
of research into the question over the past few years. (I do have some background 
m the field of etymology, having once co-authored a book on word origins, the book 
having beencfesigned for popular consumption, and having been moderately successful, 
as such books go. ) One sure thing that has come from my research is that almost all 
of the copper coins, etc. , in the opening pages of the Red Book that are therein 
abe ed as cents are incorrectly so labelled. About the only exceptions are the 
Massachusetts cents and the Washington "Unity States" token, the latter now generally 
accepted as having been struck much later than the date thereon. You may have noted 
in my "Chronological index to copper coinage ... in the 'Red Book' " (see pp. 141- 
146 of PENNY-WISE, Vol. II) that I put most of these "cents" in quotes, to show 
this erroneous labelling. 

Because of my closeness to Connecticut (I’ve lived in the State for about 3/4 of 
my life, and have been on the State's payroll for the past 5 l/2 years), I've given 
particularly close attention to the Connecticut "cents", and can state with absolute 
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certainty that they were never officially so labelled. I have copies of the original 
legislation authorizing their issue (handwritten, of course), and of all later legisla- 
tion concerning them throughout their official history. In all cases, they are re- 
ferred to only as "coppers", and, where any other description is called for, they are 
stated as to be made of the size and weight of the British halfpenny. This legislation, 
as you may know, has been transcribed in full by Crosby in his "Early Coins of 
America", and I have carefully compared his text with the original, and found it to be 
accurate. 

So where did it come from then? Etymologists of far higher rank than you and I 
have been puzzled over this, for properly, cent should have derived from the Latin 
centum , hundred, with the meaning associated with hundred-fold, rather than hun- 
dredth. In fact, the editors of the Oxford English Dictionary have traced cent (as 
hundredfold) back to about 1400 A.D. in English, but have been able to find its use as 
hundredth no earlier than 1685, and this by no means in any numismatic sense. 

Putting together various bits and pieces of information that I've gathered from 
a number of sources, but relying most heavily on Crosby, the Oxford English 
Dictionary, and Ii. L. Mencken's "The American Language", the following seems to 
work its way out of the mess. In the early 1780s, the monetary situation in the various 
States had become absolutely chaotic. Each State had its own standard of values, and 
the traveller, going from one to another, might find his pocket change radically either 
increased or decreased, in terms of buying power, upon crossing the State line. 

There was, as yet, no national standard. 

A chap by the name of Gouverneur Morris (active both in New York and national 
politics), who must have been a pretty brilliant mathematician, studied all these State 
monetary laws, and found out that he could derive a hypothetical small unit of value of 
which each of the basic State monetary units was an even multiple. He called this 
theoretical value, not illogically, "one unit." A Pennsylvania penny turned out to be 
worth sixteen "units"; a Georgia penny, twenty-four; a New York penny, fifteen; a 
Virginia penny, twenty; and so on. (These various pennies, you must keep in mind, 
did not necessarily exist in fact as coins issued by the States, but were the legal 
rates of exchange. ) 

Well, Mr. Morris was also sold on the principles of the decimal system, and so 
he proposed a system of coinage for the Nation that was both decimalized and had a 
relation to the various State's monetary laws. Starting with his "unit" (which he never 
intended to be represented of itself as a coin - only that the coinage should be in 
multiples of the "unit"), he proposed that the smallest silver coin should represent 
100 units, and that this be called a cent. Other multiples, he suggested, should be a 
quint (500 units) and mark (1000 units). These last terms were subsequently lost, 
but the important thing to latch on to here is that the cent , as he proposed it, retained 
its etymologically correct sense of hundredfold - it was to be equal to 100 units ! 

Now, in between the time that Morris made his suggestion (1782 ) and the Con- 
gress got around to doing something about it (not 'til 1786 was a coinage law passed, 
and not 'til 1792 was the mint established), many people had a whack at twisting his 
suggestions around to suit their own ends. We can be pretty sure that very few of them 
were either etymologists or mathematicians. Out of it came, as we know, the decision 
to retain the decimal system, also the decision to retain the word cent , but lost in the 
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welter of politics was the proper sense of hundredfold, and instead we have the less 
sound sense of hundredth. Morris retains credit for inventing the word, at least for 
coinage, but shouldn't bear the blame for its lack of etymological soundness. 

Incidentally, the earliest use of cent by any other country that I've found is that 
of the Netherlands, in the 1830s. 

The first actual use of cent on a coin was undoubtedly in Massachusetts. Some- 
body in that State's political system was smart enough to pick up the nomenclature 
from the Federal law of 1786 and put it to use as early as 1787. I can only presume 
that the other states were too hidebound in tradition to accept so radical a change so 
promptly. 

Help Wanted ! Mention of the Netherlands a couple of paragraphs ago brings to 
mind another matter. First, a bit of background. 

My interest in large cents has led me to an auxiliary interest in old copper coin- 
age in general, and particularly to an interest in the direct antecedents of the American 
coppers. The latter I am attempting to satisfy by building, slowly, a type set of British 
coppers, since there's no doubt in anyone's mind, I'm sure, that our U.S. copper 
coinage is a direct descendant of Britain's. For the former, more wide, interest, 
though, I'm gradually acquiring a collection of world-wide copper pieces, with special 
attention to those of some age. 

Thus I could hardly resist acquiring a large copper coin, some few months ago, 
that I ran across at a coin show, and which the dealer had merely labelled with the date, 
1644. I didn't know what it was, and neither did he, but I started to work to try to 
find out. (Yes, I know, the going slogan is "First the book, then the coin", but I'm 
afraid the vast majority of collectors, myself included, work from the other way 
around more often than not. ) 

Well, to cut out some of the detail, it turns out that this coin is a specimen, in 
copper, of the leeuwendaalder ("lion dollar") of the United Netherlands, which all the 
books that I've so far laid hands on say was struck only in silver. One of them, 
though, does suggest that some were struck in debased metal for use in the Nether- 
land's colonies overseas. It doesn't imply that the debasement was all the way to 
straight copper, but I suppose it might have been. 

Of interest in this connection is the historical fact that, at that time, there were 
two colonies of the Netherlands in what is now the United States - one at what is now 
New York and one at what is now Hartford, Connecticut. 

Question - does any reader have any knowledge of a copper leeuwendaalder? 

Is it possible that such may have been struck for the Dutch colonies in America? If 
so, shouldn't this be added to the series of American colonial coinages? I'll be glad 
to hear from anyone who may have any knowledge or theories along these lines, or 
suggestions of books or other places where such knowledge might be had. 

" Basal State" . Remember my query on this ? Absolutely no response ! Even 
though a number of ‘other members wrote in also expressing interest in the answer. So 
I have again re-read what Dr. Sheldon said on the subject originally, and I think that I 
can see that he felt he'd taken care of the question once and for all. See page 41 of 
PENNY WHIMSY, from which I quote: 
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'Condition 1. Basal State. Identifiable and unmutilated, but so badly worn that only 
a portion of the legend or inscription is legible. Enough must remain for positive 
identification of the variety, although for some varieties this need not necessarily 
include a readable date." 

So, what it seems to boil down to is that, as I had suggested in posing my query, 
Basal State varies from variety to variety. A Chain cent can be a lot poorer than a 
Wreath and still be identifiable, and a Wreath a lot poorer than a Cap and still be 
identifiable. State 2, Fair, though, requires that the date and more than half of the 
legend can be made out. This means a tremendous jump for a Chain, to get from 
Basal to Fair, and, of course, much less of a jump for a Cap. After that, everything's’ 
on a par. At least, it is if everyone's read the book. (Anyone out there ever buy a 
Fair or AG or Good Chain or Wreath with an invisible date? Impossible - ! ) 

Sheldon numbers. Having mentioned the book puts me in mind of something else. 
Without in any way deprecating the immense value of the information that Dr. Sheldon 
has compiled in PENNY WHIMSY, I would like to suggest for his earnest considera- 
tion that, in preparing the third revision, he give thought to making a radical change 
in his numbering system. The use of a closed numbering system, such as his, is al- 
ways subject to the very difficulty that he (and everyone who uses it) must cope with 
in his sub-system of NC numbers and its subsystem of NC numbers. How much simpler 
it would have been if, from the beginning, he had used an open system of numbering! 
Newcomb did, and newly found varieties can and are being added into the Newcomb 
numbering with no difficulty at all. On the other hand, every find of a new variety in 
the earlier series causes only more confusion - it now has to be tacked onto the end of 
the NCs, part of which stand up straight and part of which lean over, having been struck 
with the blow of, for the system, overpopulation. 

There is a solution ready to hand, which should offend no one. Just drop, al- 
together, the present series of numbers from 1 to 295, and the hodgepodge of NCs and 
NCs and latch onto the already-present numbering of obverses and reverses. S-l 
becomes S-la of 1793; S-100 is S-11R of 1796; S-200 is S-9L of 1800, etc. There's 
always room to add one more, such as Loring's S-25Y of 1796. Otherwise it would 
have to become NC6 of 1796, and slide in between 117 and 118, and run the risk of being 
confused by someone with the erroneously listed NC6 of EAC. 

We who work all the time with Newcomb numbers don't find it cumbersome to 
hang the date to the number - it should be no more burdensome for the Sheldon 
afficionados. 

Qn 1841 cents - with special attention to John Ward. 's comments on p. 100, 

Vol IV of P-W. John, I haven't argued with you on the scarcity of this date in the 
better grades - my earlier article merely commented that I'd been lucky enough to 
come across two very nice specimens, but fate decreed that they turned out to be 
duplicates. Actually, though, my own inventory of this date is made up of rather 
pretty specimens. By now I have six of the seven Newcomb varieties, lacking only N4. 
Poorest of the six is N3 in F15 - the others range through VF, EF, to the really nice 
N7 in MS. It hasn't happened overnight, to be sure, but my own experience has shown 
that the better grades can be found with enough looking - but maybe I've just been more 
lucky than you have. I never did respond to your offer of a trade, which would have been 
interesting, except that the piece that I had offered for sale was snapped up very 
promptly, as you predicted. I assume that the buyer was happy with it, for I offered 
him full return privileges which he didn't take advantage of. All I can say further, is 
keep looking, and best of luck. 
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ON PURCHASING MY FIRST SHELDON LARGE CENT 


Gordon Harnack 

For the last four or five years I have been collecting various Newcomb varieties 
of large cents, 1816-1857, that appealed to me. Last year I finally obtained a copy 
of Dr. Sheldon's excellent book, PE.NNY WHIMSY, and since then have read through 
all of the preliminary chapters as well as most of the material concerned with 
individual date varieties. I am now quickly approaching the point where I will be in- 
terested in collecting certain Sheldon varieties, so I have trained myself to attribute 
the Early Dates whenever I run across them. Also, I have indicated to several of 
my collector friends that I would be on the prowl for some goodies for them. 

From one of the smaller local dealers in Indianapolis, I was fortunate enough 
to cherrypick an 1880/7-P silver dollar, a quite scarce variety, in Uncirculated 
condition. The next day I went back, with large cent books in hand, to attribute what 
few large coppers he had. My first goodie was a fairly nice striking of an 1833 N-4a 
which showed strong traces of the underdate "2". The first Sheldon cent which I 
attributed was an 1803 S-144 in VF20 which I thought would interest one of my corres- 
pondents. I put aside several 1798's until I am more familiar with the series. An 
1800 S-200, double -struck, was interesting, but a bad rim ding did not add to its 
attractiveness. Then I picked up another 1800 piece. 

The obverse of the coin was a G5 or 6; and the date was weak, especially at 
the bottom. I figured that I might have some difficulty in attributing it. Fortunately 
the reverse was a little better. While looking for die breaks or other, readily- 
identifiable characteristics, I noticed that the I in AMERICA had a large dot over it. 

Flipping to the plates in the back of the book, I skimmed through them "not 

that one, nor that, not that either wait, there it is an NC3 ! ! ! Holy cow! 

I just might buy this coin ! ! Too bad it's not an XF. " 

Needless to say, I, the brand new owner of an 1800 NC3, almost floated out of 
the shop. Within two hours I had placed the coin with someone who would really appre- 
ciate it. 

Early Date large cents JUST can't be too tough but those Newcomb 

varieties? Well, I've been looking for two years for an 1840 N-la in VF or better 

without success. Maybe I should go to the bank and get a bag of pennies I just 

might ! 

************* 

SOME MORE CHERRYPICKING 
Julius Feldman 

Another goodie to remember (and it's an easy one) is the 1796 Obverse 8 - 
The Hyphenated 7-9. A hyphen-like break between the 7 and 9 is always present: 

S-93 ( R3 ); S-94 (R6); S-95 (R7); NC2 (R8); 8-96 (R7); and NC3 (R8). 


ON COLLECTING U. S. LARGE CENTS 


Arthur J. Lester 


I have just received my copy of PENNY-WISE for January 15, 1971, and I have 
enjoyed reading and studying it very much. It surely is a fine magazine and very 
instructive on the large cents with their many different varieties. 

I have been a collector of the large cents and early coppers for 60 years or 
more; and, over the years, I have had several collections which I sold, after which 
I started a new collection. I have been interested in the large cents since I was a 

boy m school. With their many varieties, they have always been a fascinating 
series for me to collect and study. 

But, in my opinion, there should be some articles in PENNY-WISE for us 
ordinary collectors. There seems to be too much specialized writing and articles 
on the great number of varieties with their many infinistesimal variations. 

What about us ordinary, garden-variety collectors who have a limited budget 
and who have to be content with the lesser grade conditions in the more rare dates? 
Why is such an emphasis put on the high condition ratings and those coins in 
Extremely Fine to Uncirculated condition? How about some articles by the experts 

m our organization on collecting lesser condition coins, with not so much information 
on the many varieties? 

Varieties are all right, of course, (and I have quite a few of the most important 
ones), but I would like to see more articles on collecting the old cents in general, 
particularly as to their history, the romance and beautiful color of old copper, etc. - 
anything which might help the ordinary collector to put together a collection of the 
old coppers in the lesser grades. 

How many collectors can afford to pay several hundred dollars each for EF to 
Unc. coins? or several thousands of dollars for the rare dates in like conditions? 


I have a complete date set of the old coppers, 1793-1857, including all three 
types of the 1793, a 1799, an 1804, along with the many principal varieties for the 
various years. The grades vary from Good to Fine, and higher, but a great many 

are -i E J to UnC * But 1 enj ° y them just the same > and 1 like to read about them 
in Y WHIMSY by Dr. Sheldon and in Newcomb's book as well as additional 

articles on various varieties in PENNY-WISE. But I would still like to see more 
articles for the ordinary collector. 

Maybe I'm not in the main stream of present day, variety collecting, I don't 
know, but this is my "Two Cents Worth" anyhow. 


NOTES ON "THE BIG FOUR" OF THE OLD COPPER CENTS 
William H. Sheldon, M.D. 

We have no records of any extensive collections of the varieties of the early 
cents until the 1860's and 1870's. During these two decades Dr. Maris, of Philadel- 
phia, must have had a delightful time with his 1794's (see EARLY AMERICAN 
CENTS, page 17), as did Levick and Crosby and Dr. Hall with their 1793's — 
mostly in Boston, and Dr. Richard Winsor in Providence with his "gem collection 
of major types of old coppers". The three doctors - Maris, Hall, and Winsor - 
were fairly close friends of each other. Winsor was a cousin of one of the parents 
of the present writer. 

There were many "type" collections during the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, but David Proskey was apparently the first to bring together a systematic 
collection of the entire family of the early cents. It was he who wrote the book on 
them which Doughty subsequently published under his own name; and, at the turn of 
the century, Proskey was the authority on the copper cents - as well as almost surely 
the owner of the most extensive collection of them. Eventually, he sold his collection 
to Henry Hines. 

But meanwhile, during the Nineties, the dynamic and jolly personality of 
"young Dr. French" had been making itself felt. By 1900 there were two important 
collections in this field - the Proskey collection and the French collection. 

By 1910, a brilliant Newark lawyer named Henry Hines had also become deeply 
interested, as had a rising department store merchandiser named Howard Newcomb, 
who lived in Detroit. Newcomb was bright. He sold his department store at the 
height of the market in 1929 and retired to California, where he devoted the remaining 
years of his life mainly to his favorite hobby - the old cents. During this latter 
period, Newcomb and George Clapp exchanged hundreds of letters on the problems of 
old cent classification and description. Between them, they published five excellent 
monographs in the field. 

Throughout the first decade of our century, the Dr. French collection was the 
most famous and the most widely known, although Proskey was the authority in the 
field and the man who held the greatest number of varieties. In 1916, Proskey sold 
his collection to Hines, who thereafter, for almost three decades (until his death at 
nearly 91), devoted a large share of his thoughts and energy to the "old coppers". 


In the 1920's, the Hines collection held the lead. But by 1930, the now very 
wealthy George Clapp had taken over the excellent cent collection of his older brother 
(C. E. Clapp) and was settling into the joyous pursuit and study of early cents, along 
with his friend and collaborator, Howard Newcomb. Mr. Clapp died in the late 1940's, 
at nearly 90 years of age - after turning over his collection to the American 
Numismatic Society. Mr. Newcomb died in 1945. For two decades, Clapp, Newcomb, 
and Hines were generally referred to as the "Big Three of the Big Cents". Newcomb 
had the advantage over Clapp of an earlier start; and over Hines, he had the 


advantage of being wealthy while Hines, after the market crash in 1929, was almost 
destitute. Cent-wise, the decade of the Thirties belongs to Newcomb. But, by the 
end of that decade, Clapp had caught up with him, chiefly through purchases from 
James Macallister and from the fabulous Brand hoard which was then being marketed, 
mainly by way of Carl Wurtzbach through B. G. Johnson of St. Louis. 


One evening in 1940, when this reporter was visiting Mr. Clapp at his Sewickley 
(Pennsylvania) home, I remarked that Clapp, Newcomb, and Hines were generally 
referred to as the "Big Three of the Big Cents". Clapp responded emphatically 
with his usual, modest, good humor: "Call us the little three, if you like, but the 
leader and teacher of us all - in the field of the old copper cents - is Wurtzbach. " 
When I left Mr. Clapp's home the following morning and returned to Cambridge 
(I was then teaching at Harvard), I had begun to talk about the "Big Four " of the old 
cents. 

Carl Wurtzbach and Virgil Brand were small boys in two families who immigrated 
to Wisconsin from Germany in the late 1860's. Half a century later, Brand had 
brewed a small ocean of "the beer that made Milwaukee famous", while Carl 
Wurtzbach was a principal bank officer in Lee, Massachusetts. Meanwhile, in the 
late 1890's, these two cousins had remained very close friends, and Virgil Brand 
had turned over about a million dollars to Carl Wfirtzbach with which to purchase 
for Virgil Brand's estate, as many as possible of the top-flight early U.S. copper 
cents (and a few other coins) that might become available. 


Wurtzbach, meanwhile, had become one of our leading authorities on cents 
and Colonial coins. Needless to say, the resulting accumulation of great rarities 
and "finest knowns", later to be known as the Brand hoard, was destined soon to be 
worth more than a mere one - or two or three - million dollars. 


I became acquainted with Carl Wurtzbach through my early associations with 
George Arnold of Providence, R. I. and with Henry Chapman of Philadelphia. I 
learned to revere Chapman as one of the kindest, wisest, and more benefieient of all 
the men I have known. 

I am sure that the next generation of appreciators of the early American coppers 
will still be talking about the "Big Four of the Old Copper Cents". 


- Wm. S. 

A small-mintaged coin is always a safe buy: a "popular" coin may lose its 
popularity, but a small-mintaged coin will never lost its scarcity. 

- Frank C. Ross in HOBBIES Magazine, 
June, 1948 Page 121 
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NOTES ON THE TAMMANYS 


John D. Wright 


18 2 6 


Point of coronet midway between stars 4 

Obv: strong IC left and above 
A3 nearly touches stem 

PLF PC 1 1 

PLF C 6 

A3 away from stem 

PLF FPR 5 

PLF SPR: * at coronet tip 3 

Obv: no IC 

A3 nearly touches stem, PLT2 NC • 7 

A3 away from stem 

PLS PC 9 

PLS FPR, PLF R 8 


1. See also N-7. 


Newcombs 6, 8, 9 are usually found with the reverse die dished ( as 
previously discussed). The "dishing" occurs at left and above on N-6,9, and 
at right and below on N-8. 


The 1826 Over 5 is Newcomb 8 — a true overdate, though an indistinct 
one. Newcomb 1 has been offered incorrectly as the overdate for over half a 
century. The overdate, even if correctly attributed (the date spacing 1 8 26 
gives it away) is grossly overpriced in the lower grades. 


The scarcest variety of 1826 (by a small mai’gin) is N-8, though even it is 
no more than R3. Newcomb 9 is the only "Wide Date", though the overdate is 
also widely spaced. 


The three so-called "Small S" reverses are from an 3-punch which 
appears visually identical to the large-S punch. Measurements show that the 
small S is indeed about 5% shorter and 10% narrower than the large S, but a 
measure of the unapparent nature of this "difference" is the fact that Newcomb 
9, marked "Large S" by Newcomb and all others who make such a distinction, 
is a small-3 die, from the same S-punch as N-4,7,8. Such trivial "differences 
are unreliable for attribution and I do not recommend their use. 


ir 
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11 


18 2 7 


1 . 


2 . 


T in CENT has doubled (lumpy) foot 

PLF FPR 

Date not closely spaced, * above bust tip io 

Curl at least half over 2 , top of E above R l 

RT feet even, ER tops even g 

A2 has long right foot, rim crumbling K6 reverse 2 

Curl at least half over 2 2 

Sawtooth dentils, 8th * points between dentils 4 

Smoothly rounded dentils, eighth star 

points at center of a dentil — 9 

RI feet widely separated 

AT feet apart with A higher 7 

AT feet even, almost touch g 

Curl wholly over 7 : Berry ctred undr 1ft uprt of M 5 

Curl at least half over 2 , IC fuses dentils K10-5 Obv 

PLF SPR 3 

PLF SPC, dash between S-0 - — 12 

All cents of 1827 have the lowest curl either wholly or mostly over the 7 unless 
specifically noted otherwise. 

Newcomb 4 is occasionally seen without the rim crumbling, but the long-footed 
A is constant. This rim crumbling greatly resembles out-of-register denticle 
overlapping (similar to the "two wide dentils" at the bottom of the N-l, 6, 10 
reverse), but the existence of perfect-die specimens of N4 shows it to be a 
product of die deterioration, not die preparation. 

This date has date-width variations as great as those of 1821, 1822, 1824 
or 1826. The N-10,11 die is the "Wide Date" while all others are "Close". 
Newcomb 6 is the closest date of the year. 

Both N-10 and N-12 are rare, the former lower R6, the latter upper R6. 
Newcomb 6 is scarce but 1 have not found it to be as rare as many claim - 
tt is probably R4 or low R5. The rarity of N-ll is a transcription error in 
Newcomb. This is far the commonest 1827 cent. The only really common 
varieties of this year are Newcombs 1, 3, 5, and 11. 


T 


18 2 8 


Small wide date with script 8's 10 

Large close date with block 8's 
82 tops do NOT nearly touch 

PLS PC 8 

Diagonal dashes between F A 9 

Vertical dash between S O 11 

AMERI feet all nearly touch 11 

RI feet well apart 9 

82 tops nearly touch 

E below B, EE feet even and joined 1 

Die crack from final 8 

PLS R 6 

PLS midway S O 7 

Right top of E above R (obv) 

PLS FPR , PLF FPR 5 

PLS PR, PLF SPR 

PLD R 3 

PLD PC+ 4 

PLS NR, PLF SPC 

AME feet evenly close 12 

AM more apart than ME 2 


The "Small Date", N-10 introduces a new character-style which will remain 
in use until 1840. The N-6,7 obverse has a misplaced 8 punched lightly between 
the 82, and has long been known as "1828 Over 88" for that reason. The "vertical 
dash" on N-ll reverse is the remnants of an "O" between S O. This variety 
sometimes shows weaker traces of an "S" between D 3 and occasionally other fainter 
remnants. 

Newcomb 4 is the rarest 1828 at low R6, with a low Condition Census as well. 
Numbers 8, 9, 12 will rate R5 (the first lower range), while N-l is a scarce R4. 
The other seven varieties are an easy-to-acquire R3 or less. 


(to be continued) 


* 1 

SWAPS & SALES 


Members are invited to submit their lists of duplicates for publication in this 
column. There is no charge for such ads, although the Editor reserves the right 
to limit the length of ads where space becomes a factor. All listings for the next 
issue of P-W should be in the Editor's hands by April 30. 


RICHARD C. MARLOR Rutgers College RPO 5078 New Brunswick, N. J. 08903 
FOR SALE: 


1793 

S-8 

AG3/Fr2 

Corrosion present 

$80. 

1800 

S-197 

G5 

Black, some granular areas 

8. 

1801 

S-213 

Fr2 

R3 

3.50 

1801 

S-224 

G4 

Some pitting 

6.50 

1802 

3-238 

VG7 

R6 Brown, porous surface 


1803 

S-244 

AG3 

R5 


1803 

S-250 

G4 

R4 

Qp 

1803 

S-252 

G5 

R2 Brown 

8. 

1803 

S-255 

AGS 


3.50 

1803 

S-259 

G4 

R5 

<£> 

1803 

S-260 

AG3 


3.50 

1807 

S-273 

AG3 


4. 

1807 

S-273 

G5 

Some pitting 

8. 

1811 

S-287 

AG3 


15. 

1812 

S-289 

G4 

Scratch above L in LIBERTY 

4. 

1813 

S-292 

F12/VF20 

Some small obv. hairline scr. 

35. 

1843 

Obv. 42 

, Rev. 44 

VG7 

14. 



AH coins may be returned within 7 days if not completely satisfied. All grading takes 
into consideration any surface defects such as color, porosity, pitting, scratches, etc. 

************* 


************************************* ************************************** 


BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

We have a great need for better grade early and late date large cents and 
half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please bear in 
mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You may ship 
directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details concerning 
the latter method. 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

16 McKinley Avenue 
Albertson, New York 11507 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


*************************************************************************** 


************* 
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DENIS W. LORING 259 Summer Street Sonjerville, Massachusetts 02143 


For Swaps or Sale: 
1793 S-l 

AG3/G6 

$125. 

1794 

S-30 

G5 

20. 

1794 

S-32 

G6 

24. 

1794 

S-59 

VG10 Planchet defect on edge 

40. 

1796 

S-83 

G4 

05. ) 

1797 

3-120b 

VG8 


1797 

S-134 

Basal State 

3. 

1797 

S-139 

VG8 

16. 

1797 

3-139 

F15 

55. 

1798 

S-163 

G6 

10. 

1798 

3-186 

VF25 

<55^> 

1800 

S-192 

F12 but med. corr. so VG7 

10. 

1800 

S-197 

VF20 but corroded so VG7 

10. 

1802 

S-230 

VF20 


1802 

S-241 

G4 

5. 

1805 

S-267 

G6 

10. 

1808 

S-277 

VG8 

18. 

1810 

S-281 

VG10 

16. 

1810 

S-284 

VG7 


1830 

N-6 

VG7 Small Letters 

20. 


Wanted: major large cent errors, 1793-1814; double-struck, off-center, 
brockage, etc. Please write. 

Also Wanted: 1793 S-llb, lettered edge, double leaf. Will buy outright, 

or will trade. 


************* 

NOTICE attention notice 

Just after the last issue went to press, your Editor received an extensive listing 
of large cents and half cents which are for sale by 

Mr. George W. Daniel 
245 Baker Road 

Swansea, Massachusetts 02777 

Mr. Daniel also has Colonials, Trade Tokens,, Hard Time Tokens, and other coins 
which he wishes to dispose of. Most of his coins seem to grade F or better. He also 
lists a 1797 S-138 which has two LIBERTY'S on the obverse. 

We suggest that you write to Mr. Daniel and give him your want list. Perhaps he 
can fill jrcmr needs for you. He has some especially good overdates which may be of 
interest to you. 

************* 

************* BUYINQ COUNTERSTAMPED U.S, LARGE CENTS *************** 

* 


Send unwanted c/s U.S. Lg £ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both 
aheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on bu 3 ^s. Slowest check in U. S. Free 
attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. * 


** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138.. EAC #155, ANA, ANS **** 
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DONALD H. BOLLER S-4233 Four Road Road East Aurora, New York 14052 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: S-117 of CONDITION CENSUS - unique because of a 

die break through tops of RTY, going to rim at left and right. A piece of the die 
has fallen out over the Y, carrying away the entire top of that letter with it. Coin 
has been authenticated by Walter Breen as of May 14, 1965. 

If you are interested, Don Boiler will be happy to correspond with you regarding 
it. Boiler adds: "I'm presently in the market for a F to a VF Chain cent, and am 
always interested in trading for early, choice, U.S. coinage. Certainly a cash 
arrangement could be negotiated also. " 

In the authentication report, Breen states: "Sheldon mentions no such break as 
evidenced on this coin, nor have I heard of a similar one. The Clapp-Newcomb 
book speaks of a faint crack through RTY showing on some specimens. Dean Oakes 
has one with it, but in no known instance save the present coin is the break heavy nor 
has any such rim break appeared. The piece is on the very borderline of R7, at 
least two others having turned up since PENNY WHIMSY appeared, one of them in the 
Condition Census. The present coin remains of CC level, however." 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BACK ISSUES OF P-W? If so, then write to 

Donald Botteron 
829 Maryland Avenue 
Syracuse, New York 13210 

Don is interested in contributing some of his efforts towards EAC. He can supply 
copies of back issues of P-W if there is sufficient demand for his efforts. The 
duplication would be by spirit duplicator, although it would necessitate Xerox 
duplication for those pages containing illustrations. Don has it figured out that he can 
duplicate the pages for about 1£ or 2£ by spirit duplicator and 5£ for the Xerox pages. 
Don has volunteered to do this and has said that his aim is to keep the cost reasonably 
low but still allow for a reasonable and sure surplus to provide a bit more funds for the 
continuation of P-W, If you have a need for any particular copy or for the whole set, 
you can communicate directly with Don, 

************* 

GEORGE K. PRETSCH 27 Beechwood Place Massapequa Park, L.I., N. Y. 11762 

FOR SALE: Love Token bracelet. Eleven Liberty Seated dimes, with 

beautifully monogrammed reverses, and joined together with heavy links. Eight of 
the tokens contain the letter "S". Asking $35. 

************* 

GORDON J. WRUBEL 8415 Weil Center Line, Michigan 48015 

Have 1800 NC3 VG cleaned at one time, now retoning. Will trade for 
S-178 and S-264 in like condition. Also have many other pieces to trade 
for R6, R7, and CC cents. 
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St, Louis, Missouri 
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